The geometries of two independent molecules, 1 and 2, differ only marginally (Fig. 1, Table 1 ). The B-N bond distances are slightly longer whereas the B-C bonds are slightly shorter than those found in related complexes (Fuller et al., 2008; Hughes et al., 2002; Mountford et al., 2005) . Molecules of the same type are linked by N-H··· π contacts. Two ammonia H atoms are linked to two phenyl rings of an adjacent molecule whereas the third ammonia H atom is connected to one of the phenyl rings of another molecule (Fig. 2) . As a result, infinite columns are formed by molecules of one type and, separately, by molecules of the other type. N-H··· π interactions involve all ammonia H atoms and all phenyl rings. However, for columns formed by molecules 1 one of the N-H··· π contacts is significantly longer ( Table 2) . Columns of both types are aligned parallel to the b axis. The columns of 1 and 2 are linked with each other by C-H··· π interactions. For molecules of type 1, one of the para H atoms and one of the ortho H atoms are engaged into these interactions (Table 2, Fig. 3 ).
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 18 H 18 BN or (C 6 H 5 ) 3 BÁNH 3 , comprises two crystallographically independent but virtually identical molecules. Molecules of one type are linked with each other by N-HÁ Á Á interactions, generating an infinite column aligned along the b-axis direction. The columns of different types of molecules are interconnected by C-HÁ Á Á interactions, producing a threedimensional array. Mo K radiation = 0.07 mm À1 T = 100 K 0.11 Â 0.07 Â 0.05 mm
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Data collection
Bruker APEXII diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SORTAV; Blessing, 1995) T min = 0.972, T max = 0.998 20884 measured reflections 7145 independent reflections 5751 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.039 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.043 wR(F 2 ) = 0.096 S = 1.06 7145 reflections 363 parameters 1 restraint H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.25 e Å À3 Á min = À0.22 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1, Cg2, Cg3, Cg4 and Cg5 are the centroids of the C1-C6, C7-C12, C13-C18, C19-C24, C25-C30 and C31-C36 rings, respectively. Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; y À 1 2 ; Àz; (ii) Àx þ 1; y þ 1 2 ; Àz; (iii) Àx; y þ 1 2 ; Àz þ 1; (iv) Àx; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 1; (v) x þ 1; y; z.
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